Texas Highways 


amet et 


font met ’ oe " . 


ee curr tie 
z paper thn ast ewin re 
a re cee 
‘ : seni eae iis 
i ‘ 2 ligne aie 
3 ee se ik 


ea ie ae Re ee 


of eee hy ar 


Volume 14 e Number 6 


Inside Front Cover 

Man-made islands jut from the scenic 
bayfront area of Corpus Christi, one of 
the nation's most popular sun and fun 
resorts and a major deep-water _ port. 
Thousands of pleasure craft find moor- 
ing space at the yacht basin, an attrac- 
tion in itself. The charms of Corpus 
Christi are easily accessible, via up-to- 
date thoroughfares. Cutting into the 
heart of Corpus, crossing the turning 
basin on the right, is US 181, which 
meets IH 37. IH 37 winds west through 
town, intersects with SH 286, then 
swings north to San Antonio. Photograph 
by Ron Builta, Division of Automation. 
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About Our Cover 
This month's cover offers readers a breathtaking view from 
Big Bend National Park—the ruddy glow of the evening 
sun on Sierra del Carmen by the Rio Grande. Visitors to 
this part of the park often wade the river to spend some 
time in the little Mexican village of Boquillas (background). 
This is only one example of the spectacular scenery awaiting 
the vacationer in Big Bend this summer. 

Photograph by Jack Lewis. 


The state of Texas has hac 
in its colorful past Texas eG 
“golden eras.” fe 

Perhaps it all began with golds “Co 1c 
came to Texas in the Sixteenth Century i in search 
of the Seven Cities of Cibola, supposedly a 
kingdom of fabulous wealth. 

But richer times were coming. After the Civil | 
War came gold-on-the-hoof, when tremendous 
cattle herds were driven north to the railheads 
of Kansas. Fortunes were made also—and are 
still being made—in cotton. In fact, Texas today 
provides 10 per cent of the world’s supply of 
cotton. 

In the second half of the Nineteenth Century, 
Texas added another golden image—black gold, 
this time. The state experienced its first big oil 
boom in 1867 with discovery of oil in Nacog- 
doches County. Then in 1901, the first gusher, 
Spindletop, created a sensation. Spindletop, 
alone, produced four times as many barrels of 
oil (17 million) in 1902 as had come from the 
entire state the year before. 

Another golden era came in the 1930's with 
development of the great wheat fields in North 
Texas and the Panhandle. Today Texas ranks 
first in the nation in production of winter wheat. 

Now Texas is the nerve center for the Golden 
Space Age, with completion of the Manned 
Space Craft Center near Houston. 

Of Texas’ golden eras, we believe the last 50 
years have been the most exciting and meaning- 


the stat ‘Ss resour 
well as those of Y 


In the last 50° years, Texa: 
dirt roads that were impassable ir 
to a vast 67,000-mile network of 
multilane state highways, and freeway 
offer fast, dependable passage under all 
tions. This highway system, born from 
people’s demands for better transportation fi 
cilities, has paved the way to 50 golden year: 
of growth and opportunity. 

But the “golden years” are not over; the High- 
way Department must continue to set new rec- _ 
ords in miles built and money spent, and in re-_ 
search activity to provide the best and safest 
highways, if this transportation system is to 
grow with the state. 

Since June is the anniversary month, marking 
50 years of service by the Texas Highway De- 
partment, perhaps we can be forgiven a pause 
for a brief backward glance. In a salute to the 
men and women of the Department, we offer 
in this issue a short pictorial review. 

And now let's get on with the next 50 years. 
They'll be the best yet! 


District 15 has found that low-grade aggregate located near an IH 35 project can be up- 
graded with asphalt to provide a durable, economical flexible base material, commonly 
called black base. Above, a truck waits to transport aggregate to nearby plant for processing. 


Smoke fills the sky as aggregate is fed into the plant. Before being stockpiled, the aggregate 
undergoes rigid testing to make sure it meets departmental specifications. 


By MARJIE MUGNO 


Travel and Information Division 


Black 
Base 


ust south of San Antonio, a four- 

lane section of Interstate Highway 
35 is being built to an unconventional, 
but eminently practical, design. 

District 15 is upgrading and stabiliz- 
ing low-grade aggregate located near 
the job site with asphalt for a flexible 
base. This compensates for lack of con- 
ventional base material, like limestone, 
in the area. 

The 12-mile project, which crosses 
part of Atascosa and Medina counties, 
begins 20 miles south of San Antonio 
near Lytle and ends at Devine near the 
Frio County line. The project, sched- 
uled for completion this summer, is 
headed by Charles E. Hackebeil, super- 
vising resident engineer of the Hondo 
Residency. 

“We take material in its natural state 
and run it through a crushing plant to 


ges 


A conveyor belt carries the aggregate at a steady clip from 


the cold bin into the dryer where all moisture is removed. 


meet Type A, Grade 2 base specifica- 
tions. We then stockpile the material 
until needed. This is the first time we 
have used something like this on an 
Interstate highway calling for high- 
quality base, and we are very pleased 
with the results,” says Hackebeil. 

“When Type 1 base is required, and 
none is available within a 35-mile haul, 
using Type 2 with asphaltic cement 
added gives us higher quality base and 
actually provides better strength and 
water-resisting characteristics than Type 
1 would have provided when compared 
with other alternatives in this base- 
scarce country.” 

What makes it more economical? 

“Its availability, which eliminates the 
necessity to ‘import’ conventional base, 
thus reducing the cost. The shorter the 
haul, the cheaper the material. The 
transportation fee is incorporated into 
a unit price paid the contractor. Ad- 
mittedly, it would not be as competitive 
if Type 1 was immediately available,” 
he affirms. 
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What is the actual process of convert- — 


ing low-grade aggregate into high-grade 
base material? 

“The asphalt plant and the stockpile 
are 10 miles or so from the job site. 
The plant is portable and collapses like 
an accordion to become a real mobile 
piece of equipment,” explains the en- 
gineer. 

“The plant and the stockpile are a 
few hundred feet apart. We load aggre- 
gate from the stockpile onto a truck 
and feed it into a receiving hopper at 
the plant—with no conventional cold or 
hot bin sizing. Gradation has been con- 
trolled before stockpiling with the larg- 
est aggregate 1-34. inches. 

“The aggregate is dried, weighed, 
batched, mixed with 5 per cent asphalt, 
and delivered to the construction site. 
It takes about 50 seconds to mix each 
6,000-pound batch and several batches 
are placed in each load. All told, ap- 
proximately 100,000 tons of the black 
base will be used on the project.” 

Called “black base” by those in the 
know, the mixture is also unique in 
that it is being placed in thicker courses 


than usual. District 15 is pioneering in 
these “thick-lift” courses, hoping it will 
provide better road density and make 
more efficient use of laying and com- 
pacting equipment. Compacted, the base 
is about four inches deep after having 
been placed in a 544-inch course by the 
laying machine. It must be compacted 
quickly before the hot material cools 
and hardens. 

Work must be highly coordinated on 
such a project and constant checks are 
made by district personnel to be sure 
the hot-mix is retaining its high tem- 
perature, and that completed work meets 


The dryer is sloped so that material falls into the hot elevator and 
processing continues. The dehydrated aggregate is weighed, batched, 


required specifications as to compaction 
and surface characteristics. 

“I have been surprised at the interest 
generated in this project and thick-lift 
courses. We always have visitors—High- 
way employes from Austin and other 
districts and other contractors,” says 
Hackebeil. “News travels by word of 
mouth that ‘The Highway Department 
has got a little deal going over there in 
District 15, and that’s enough. If they 
are in this area, they will run by. It 
always adds something to a job when 
something new is going on.” 


Another first for the district is the 
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use of electronic sensing equipment on 
the laying machine which automatically 
lays material to a uniform grade, using 
carefully placed string lines or a pre- 
viously laid course as a reference. 

“To provide a stable ‘working table,’ 
and to meet required specifications,” 
says Hackebeil, “the black base is being 
laid on top of a foundation course four 
inches thick. As a final touch, a 114- 
inch surface will be placed in two 34- 
inch courses of hot-mix asphalt, Type 
D.” 

A short article in the April Asphalt 
Institute magazine says the novel ap- 


then mixed with asphalt in the pugmill. When properly mixed, two 
gates swish apart and the black base falls into the dump truck below. 


proach was conceived by “bold-think- 
ing engineers of the Texas Highway 
Department’s District 15,” but Hacke- 
beil is quick to point out that personnel 
from Highway Design Division in Aus- 
tin were invaluable in initiating the 
procedure. The “bold-thinking engi- 
neers” of District 15, however, include 
Hackebeil, Wilbur C. Raby, district 
construction engineer; Charles Baxter, 
supervising lab engineer; and R. O. 
Lytton, district engineer. 

“Actually, this general approach— 
mixing asphalt with a low-grade local 
material-has been done in Texas for 
many years using sand as an aggregate. 
A study showed it would be feasible to 


Workers place the black base in one 5-!/2" course and compact it to about four inches. employ the same principle using course 
The thick-lift is a feature being utilized on this project by District 15. A roller follows aggregates and thick lifts, so we let the 
closely behind to compact the flexible base before it cools and the hot-mix asphalt hardens. contract,” explains Hackebeil. 

““We’ve received excellent cooperation 
from the contractor, J. M. Dellinger Inc. 
of Corpus Christi, in working this out,” 
added Hackebeil. 

Before letting the contract, the De- 
partment made the usual exploratory 
survey to insure that the material would 
meet its specifications. 

Says Raby, “Stabilizing flexible base 
with asphalt mixed hot in a conventional 
hot-mix plant is not a cure-all for our 
base problems, but it is proving to be a 
satisfactory answer in areas where high- 
grade base material is scarce. Since the 
initial project, we have contracted three 
more large Interstate projects employing 
this approach to the base material 
problem.” 
pe ee 4 .. aa Continues Raby, “In using unsized, 
District 15 employes David Meeker, checker, left, and John L. Graff, inspector, make sure stockpiled base material stabilized with 
work done by the contractor meets requirements. hot asphalt on a part of the 1314-inch 
base, District 15 is able to observe, 
evaluate and compare an untried design 
and construction feature with conven- 
tional grading-controlled hot-mix as- 
phaltic concrete, all on the same project. 

“Observations and evaluations thus 
far have indicated that this new ap- 
proach to base construction in areas 
where high-grade local materials are 
scarce may open up a new avenue to 
greater economy in building high-traffic 
highways.” 


A core sample clearly shows uniform gradation. 
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Port Arthur News, with an editorial 
plug for tourism—''Reaping the richest 
harvests are the metropolitan centers. 

"Our Lake Sabine could be just such 
a drawing-card were it more easily ac- 
cessible and if cruises over its waters 
were available to the public. Pleasure 
Island could be—and eventually will be 
—a haven for visitors. Countless citizens 
across the land have never seen a real 
refinery, much less two situated ‘across 
the street’ from each other that are 
among the biggest in all the world. 

"Rainbow bridge for three decades 
has been luring here a steadily mounting 
volume of traffic from afar. 

"The new Island bridge will not only 
provide trouble-free, delay-proof access 
to the lakefront, but also to the inter- 
state Hug-the-Coast highway and Louis- 
iana and beyond. 

"Lack of a reliable connection to our 
biggest potential showpieces has frus- 
trated exploiting our advantages. 


A CHANGE FOR AZLE 

Azle News, reporting on a decision to 
change the business district entrance into 
Azle—".. . R. A. Brown, district design 
engineer for the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment, explained how the curved seg- 
ment of the overpass of Spur 344 would 
be removed and a straight overpass ex- 
tended to the service road on the east 
side of Highway 199. 

“There will be some revamping of 
Highway 199 from Stewart Street south 
to Gipson road with the grade crossing 
at Gipson being replaced by a business 
district exit ramp. 

"A new grade crossing will be con- 
structed at a point northeast of the 
present Gipson Street crossing. Brown 


said that the natural curve of the land 
is perfect for an interchange and at 
some future date a complete freeway 
type interchange crossover would prob- 
ably be built. He added that the con- 
struction would begin as soon as possible 
with the contract being let this summer." 


AWAKE! AWAKE! 

Sherman Democrat, saying—'' Just how 
does Grayson County stand in major 
federal highways? Apparently not so 
good. At least this is the logical con- 
clusion if one considers that we have 
let Gainesville to the west, and Paris 
to the east, virtually steal a lot of traffic 
that would normally go through our area. 

"One might even say we have been 
asleep at the switch. 

“Everyone agrees that we must ac- 
celerate the construction of Highway 82 
East from Sherman to Bells, as this seg- 
ment must be completed by the time 
they complete the segment from Whites- 
boro to Sherman so that traffic coming 
from each of our two bordering counties 
can go all the way through, rather than 
have the traffic dump into Highway 
75 North and further pyramid our exist- 
ing problem there." 


SIGN FOR IH 40 

Amarillo News, discussing IH 40 sign- 
ing—'' ‘We've been doing our own sign- 
ing on the regular system for years,’ said 
C. W. (Chili) Smith, district engineer for 
the State Highway Department, ‘includ- 
ing all of our own painting.’ 

"For Interstate 40, however, it will be 
a different proposition. 

"It's an entirely different sign sys- 
tem,’ Smith said. ‘Maintenance will be- 
come a major problem. We will have to 
have new equipment to reach the big, 
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overhead signs and different materials 
for repairs.’ 

"It costs more per mile to put up signs 
along an interstate highway, too, Smith 
said. It's more expensive in a city than 
it is in rural areas. 

" ‘That's because of the high overhead 
signs,’ Smith said, ‘and the grade separa- 
tions are closer together and there are 
more per mile.’ 

"Several peculiarities have been noted 
on the segment of the highway going 
through Amarillo. it will not be desig- 
nated as an interstate highway until it 
is linked at both ends. 


THE SEAT-BELT HABIT 

Wichita Falls Times, editorially urging 
use of seat belts—''To paraphrase an old 
saw, you can put seat belts in cars, but 
you can't make drivers use them. That's 
the problem facing highway safety of- 
ficials and law enforcement agencies as 
well as auto manufacturers almost since 
the first seat belts were installed in pas- 
senger cars some |8 years ago. 

"The most recent survey of seat-belt 
usage indicates that drivers are begin- 
ning to accept the installation of seat 
belts in their cars. 

“The most conservative estimate of 
the number of lives that could be saved 
annually through the use of belts is ap- 
proximately 5,000. A study released late 
in 1966 said that universal use of seat 
belts could save the lives of more than 
12,000 persons each year. 


"The seat belt cannot perform as it 
is intended unless auto occupants est: 
lish the belt-buckling habit deliberatel) 
and consciously for every trip. Puttin 


i 1 rid 
the seat belt on should become as ne 


sary as turning t! 
switch." 


his month the Texas Highway Department is 
50 years old. 

To most of us, it means 50 years of dedicated 
public service—service that has brought the Texas 
Highway Department its reputation as one of the 
top governmental agencies in the world. 

On June 4, 1917, the Highway Department 
began operations in an office located behind the 
House of Representatives in the Capitol. Including 
the first state highway engineer, George A. Duren, 


that first staff consisted of 10 persons. 

At first, the Department grew slowly. Then in 
1924, the Highway Department took over responsi- 
bility of maintaining highways from the counties. 
This act required a slow but steady acquisition of 
men and equipment. In 1925, the Department also 
became responsible for construction of all high- 


Highwaymen strike a pose at the Fifth Annual Highway Short Course at Texas A&M College in 1929. 
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ways in the state. These two new functions meant 
a period of relatively rapid expansion to meet the 
new demands placed on the Department. 

Today the Department has about 17,000 em- 
ployes, with about half of them working in main- 
tenance operations. 


The September issue of TEXAS HIGHWAYS 


will be a giant issue dedicated entirely to the De- 
partment’s Golden Anniversary. September was 
chosen to coincide with National Highway Week 
and with an anniversary party to be held in Austin. 

But because June is the historical 50th birthday 
of the Department, we salute the occasion with the 
following pictorial review. 
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WICHITA COUNTY HIGHWAWS 
€ MILES CONCRETE PAVEMENT 
STAT N S. GOVERNMENT 


Wichita County in 1923 was proud of its "67 miles of concrete pavement ... Built 
by County, State and U.S. Government." J. M. Isbell, who became DE in 1938, 
was county (resident) engineer when this sign was erected. 


A narrow bridge between Burleson and Fort 
Worth on State Highway 2 (called Pat Neff 
Highway) was the second route designated by 
the fledgling Texas Highway Department, but 
the first one actually completed. Compare this 
scene, from the twenties, with the modern high- 
way ( left ) connecting Burleson and Fort Worth 
—Interstate 35W. 


Where are we? Highway signs on this light pole point out 
SH 66 and US 281. Since the US 281 sign looks new and, 
from what we have been able to find out, 281 was desig- 
nated thus in 1935, we think the picture was taken in 1935 
or '36. There is a Chisholm Trail marker just under the arrow 
and the building in the background looks like a courthouse, 
but we are stumped when it comes to naming the town. 
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State Highway |, running east and west from 
~ Texarkana through Dallas, Fort Worth, Abilene, 
— Odessa to El Paso, looked like this in 1936 by 
the time it got west of Sierra Blanca. The old 
SH | route is now followed across the state by 
IH 30, 20, and 10. The 1966 photo, below, 
made soon after this far-west section of the 
IH 10 portion was completed, shows painting 
crews putting finishing touches on the tepees 
in the safety rest area west of Sierra Blanca. 


Only 425 miles to Safi Antonio over a "Good 
Paved Road," declares the sign. at right, back- 
ground. This is the intersection of US 290 and 
US 80 near Kent in far West Texas in the 
thirties. Department signs proclaim Fort Worth 
and San Antonio, ignoring such cities as Odessa, 
Midland, Big Spring, and Abilene on US 80. 
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The last word in portable bunkhouses rolls along 
behind the first word in Highway Department 
workhorses—a Liberty truck, as the World War 
! Army surplus vehicles were called. Bunkhouses 
were used by highwaymen surveying or inspect- 
ing highway construction too far from home 
for daily commuting. 


Highway construction in the early twenties: 
Often single track concrete roadways were built, 
like this one in Rockwall County in 1923, for 
the benefit of the farmer going to market. On 
his way home with a lighter wagon, or truck, 
he could travel on the dirt lane. But engineers 
anticipated wider roads; note dowels on center 
line in readiness for widening. 


More sophisticated techniques and wider road- 
bed are evident in this scene, Highway 12 in 
Webb County, also in the early twenties. 


The ei of new equipment in a “district i in . 1934 was a momentous pccation=<and: one 
that called for picture taking. This shipment of five Duplex motor graders to the Lubbock 
district brought out these men: Lon C. Ingram, left, resident engineer; George L. Carver, 
assistant division (district) engineer; Guy R. Johnson, division engineer; and Ben F. Owens 
of the Duplex Manufacturing Company. 


Seven years later in 1941 equipment was still short in 
many districts and engineers used what they could get. 


Today giant earth-moving machines can move in minutes what it used to take hours to move Note the "“four-up" fresno being used to repair this 


with men shoveling with their No. 2 scoops. section of US 80 near El Paso in August 1941. 


Money was scarce and so was equipment in the thirties. This 1933 Ford dump truck doubled as a water truck in District 13 in 1938. 
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A 1914 example of the 9-foot wide, one-paved-lane highway, and motivation of the 


next decade—two horsepower shares the road with a few more under the hood of 
the Model T on the right. 
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What's it say? Big, clean, easy-to-read’ High- 
way Department sign proclaims the Yellow 
House Fork of the Brazos River, and warns that 
it is unlawful to operate machines that may 
damage the wood planks on the bridge. 


Texas highways were defense routes in the 
forties. In 1940, troops moved across the old 
Pecos River bridge on US 90 toward Del Rio. 


Aggies from Texas A&M College pose in front 
of the cottage-style information office at Deni- 
son in the summer of 1936. The Highway De- 
partment built 13 such centers, forerunners of 
the modern tourist bureaus, on main #ravel 
routes into the state to welcome thousands of 
visitors to the Texas Centennial Exposition in 
Dallas. Aggies manned the information offices 
during the Centennial celebration. 


Okay, let's get that form work in place. Dave 
Askew, then assistant resident engineer of 
bridges in Tarrant County, inspects bridge con- 
struction in 1930. Before he retired in 1962, 
Askew was engineer of buildings and real estate 
in Maintenance Operations Division. 


STOP HIGH LOADS 
LOW UNDERPASS 


10 FT. VERTICAL CLEARANCE 


es - AS tae Se n 2a 
Signs often warned motorists of low under- 
passes, such as this one with only 10.5-foot 
clearance. Minimum clearance on state and US 
highways today is 14.5 feet, although the De- 
partment prefers 15.5 where possible. Clearance 
on Interstate highways is 16.5 feet. 


icades and warning signs began to look like fences on a —— creek near the community of High on State Highway 5 (now US 82) 
- This particular bit of carpentry was erected at the in April 1936 when the bridge was being widened. 


James E. Pirie, district engineer in Paris (1931-1946) and a good photographer, kept extensive 
photo albums of highway work in his district. This picture carried the caption: “Highway No. 5, 
west of Paris, Lamar County. Dumping dirt in old ditch. This ditch to be completely eliminated. 
Filling station shown in picture stood with pumps only 12 feet from edge of pavement, moved 
back to 62 feet from pavement by relief labor." 


POSTED 
KEEP OWT 


| THIS MEANS ALL HIGHWAY 
ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS 


W.H.STARK ESTATE 


Somebody over there in District 20 doesn't 
like us ... and wants no part of a new highway, 
as this 1942 photograph attests, 


Car 4943, where are you? Section Foreman J. P. 
Fuller of District 20 was proud of this 1934 
Ford V-8 he drove from 1935 to 1937. When 
this picture was taken in March 1937, the auto 
had 107,189 miles on it. 


A section of the transcontinental Bankhead 
Highway, generally on SH 1! across Texas, 
looked like this in Collin County in 1924. 


isndusnee Architect Harold Bevan took this Shoe of the matnfonanes warehouse at Stealte City 
that was used until the new ane was completed in 1956. It resembles bunkhouses Debate 


TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPT 
SECTION FOREMAN: 
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And this is its replacement, designed in the Maintenance Operations Division. 


"Freeway planners Frank E. Lovett, A. M. Gordon, and Floyd L. Smith inspect model 


of East-West Freeway (IH 20) in downtown Fort Worth, May 1954. George Gar- 
tett was engineer-manager for the Urban Project and Lovett was expressway engineer. 
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Highway 8 (now US 
Marion County in 1927 over what looks like a 
macadam base. Writing on the photograph 
says this is a surface application at station 109. 
Banner on back of auto advertises Marion 


County Fair. 


A mule poses with his sod cutter in 1935. 
Big lever is used to adjust depth for cutting 
grass sod. Photo is of Winston & Griffith equip- 
ment, sodding contractors from Many, La. 
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Dedication 
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—DEVILS RIVER— 
THIS BRIDGE DEDICATED AS 
HERBERT C. PETRY, JR. BRIDGE 


—Chairman, Texas Highway Commission— 
In Recognition of His Unselfish Devotion 
To His State in Developing Its Natural Resources 
and Highways 
ERECTED 1965 


hese words, immortalized on bronze 
plaques at both ends of the mile- 
long bridge spanning the Devils River 
on US 90 west of Del Rio, were un- 
veiled on May 5 at ceremonies honoring 
the chairman of the Texas Highway 
Commission, Herbert C. Petry Jr. 
Hal Woodward, member of the Com- 


mission and principal speaker for the 


As Texas Highway Commission Chairman Herbert C. Petry Jr. looks on, Mrs. Petry and Commis- 
sion member Hal Woodward lift bright tassels to reveal the bronze plaque dedicating the bridge 
over the Devils River as the Herbert C. Petry Jr. Bridge. 


event, said the dedication was a “fitting 
tribute.” 

“This action, initiated by the citizens 
of Del Rio and Val Verde County, is a 
recognition of the unselfish public serv- 
ice and sagacious leadership rendered 
to all Texans by Herb Petry. 

“This magnificent structure is sym- 
bolic of the progress the highway pro- 
gram has made under his leadership in 
every section of the state.” 

Petry responded briefly to the dedi- 
catory remarks, expressing his apprecia- 
tion for the honor paid him. 

John L. Dodson Jr., representing the 
Del Rio Chamber of Commerce, was 
master of ceremonies for the dedication. 
Hilary B. Doran, chairman of the cham- 
ber’s highway and roads committee and 
a director of the Texas Good Roads 
Association, was in charge of arrange- 
ments. 

The move to dedicate the bridge to 
Petry was initiated by the Del Rio 
Chamber of Commerce with the en- 
dorsement of the Val Verde County 
Commissioners Court. 

By resolution, the Commissioners 
Court last year requested that the bridge 
be named in Petry’s honor. The resolu- 
tion said Petry’s “interest in the area 
contributed to the construction of the 
bridge.” 

After the dedication, the group de- 
scended into the river bed with Resident 
Engineer G. P. Brown for a view of the 
bridge from that point. Brown was proj- 
ect engineer for the Highway Depart- 


The mile-long prize-winning span crossing the Devils River west of Del Rio is newly dedicated as the Herbert C. Petry Jr. Bridge. 


ment during the three years required to 
complete the structure. 

Val Verde County Judge Jim Lindsey 
and other local officials attended the 
ceremonies. Special guests included 
L. H. Henderson, principal engineer of 
the International Boundary and Water 
Commission at Amistad, and Coleman 
Newman, superintendent of the Amistad 
Recreation Area. 

Down from Austin for the festivities 
were Assistant State Highway Engineer 
J. C. Dingwall, Bridge Engineer Clyde 
Silvus, and H. L. Arno, Engineer, Sec- 
ondary Roads. District Engineer C. N. 
Parsons of Del Rio and others from the 
Highway Department District 22 office 
were also on hand. 


On the evening before the dedication, 
a group of Del Rioans escorted the visit- 
ing officials and their wives on a tour 
to view the Amistad Dam from the 
Mexican side and a drive out the new 
Ciudad Acuna-Zaragoza Highway. The 
mayor of Ciudad Acuna, Sr. Jesus 
Ramon, provided a police escort on the 
drive and was host at dinner Friday 
evening at La Macarena restaurant in 
the Mexican city. 

Following the ceremonies at the 
bridge, the guests were honored at a 
luncheon in Del Rio and visited the 
Whitehead Memorial Museum. 

Petry, a practicing attorney in his 
home town of Carrizo Springs, is the 
only man to serve a second term as 


chairman of the Texas Highway Com- 
mission. He was appointed a member 
of the Commission in 1955 and became 
its chairman in 1959, He was reap- 
pointed chairman in 1961. 

He is active in a wide range of civic 
and public service endeavors. Petry is 
past international president of Lions 
International, and in 1966 he was named 
“Mr. South Texas,” at the Washington’s 
Birthday Celebration in Laredo. 

The graceful steel and concrete bridge 
US 90 traffic over the 
Devils River west of Del Rio is more 
than a mile long and soars 240 feet 
above the river bed at the highest point. 
It took three years to build and cost 


that carries 


$4.5 million. 


District Engineer C. N. Parsons, Resident Engineer G. P. Brown, and 
Bridge Engineer Clyde Sylvus pose beside the dedicatory plaque 
with Petry, Assistant State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall, and 


ne er 

"Parked" on the Herbert C. Petry Jr. Bridge for dedication ceremonies are Val Verde 
County Judge Jim Lindsey, left, Hilary Doran, chairman of the Del Rio Chamber of 
Commerce highway and roads committee; John L. Dodson Jr., representing the chamber 


and master of ceremonies for the May 5 event, and G. P. Brown, project engineer. 
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Woodward. The mile-long bridge west of Del Rio on the Devils River 
will span an arm of the 85-mile lake that will be formed when the 
Amistad Dam Reservoir is completed. 


ed 


Dedication in Del Rio 


When the Amistad Reservoir is com- 
pleted in 1969, the bridge will span an 
arm of the 85-mile lake. Water then will 
come within 30 feet of the plate girders 
on the bridge. 

In 1965, the American Institute of 
Steel Construction conferred its coveted 
“Prize Bridge” designation on the 
structure. The bridge was judged the 
best medium-span, high-clearance bridge 
completed in the United States in that 
year. 

Judges in the Prize Bridge competi- 
tion termed it “one of the most graceful 
bridges showing great thought, 
great economy, great restraint. It is a 
perfectly beautiful piece of design.” 

The bridge has been featured in sev- 
eral engineering publications, and a pic- 
ture of the structure was used as the 
outside cover of the 1966 Official State 
Highway Map. @ 
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District 2 
Minor L. Atkins, Skilled Laborer 
Henry E. Mathis, Engineering Technician V 
District 6 
Felix S. Valles, Skilled Laborer 
James W. Whitson, District Construction Engineer 
District 7 
Herbert L. Bailey, Supervising Resident Engineer 


_ Archie W. Webb, Mechanic II 
District | 
Bere O. Baugh, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 4 
Dee Lehman, Skilled Laborer 
Gordon K. Reading, Supervising Resident Engineer 
District 7 
Harry S. Kennedy, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 8 
Anson J. Ball, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
District 9 
Otis Sumerford, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 11 
Luther Long, Skilled Laborer 
District 12 
Nathaniel R. Lansford, Bridge Tender 
William T. McKinney, Shop Foreman III 
Arvin Wood, Deck Hand 
District 14 
Jefferson E. Roberts, Skilled Laborer 
District 15 
Herbert M. Evans, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 16 
Grace L. Armantrout, Engineering Aide IV 
District 17 
Harley E. Bain, Engineering Technician V 
Arlen L. Evans, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Willie E. Raborn, Skilled Laborer 
Middleton F. Wynne, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 19 
Jesse L. Ross, Shop Foreman IV 
District 20 
Henry C. Wigginton, Bridge Tender 
District 23 
William D. Leverett, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
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Leslie Davis “Les” Cabaniss had spent 
almost half a century compiling an out- 
standing record with the Texas Highway 
Department. In working his way up to 
and after becoming district engineer of 
District 1, he had, no doubt, faced and 
overcome countless tough situations. 

Tonight he faced his toughest. His 
assignment: to confront 400 people as 
they paid a parting tribute to him. 

Given by the chambers of commerce 
and commissioners courts throughout 
the district, the Les Cabaniss Apprecia- 
tion Dinner held in Paris on April 14 
brought together those who had worked 
with him from his district and from 
many other parts of the state. The buf- 
fet dinner was held in the Student Cen- 
ter on the Paris Junior College campus. 

Representatives of the nine counties 


in his district were there to extoll Caba- 
niss’ service to their respective areas. 
County Judge Choice Moore of Fannin 
County was emcee for the evening, in- 
troducing guests from out of the dis- 
trict. 

Hunt County Judge John Gover 
summed up the thoughts of everyone by 
observing, ““There’s a note of sadness 
here tonight as we lose a man with 
whom we’ve had the pleasure of work- 
ing during the past years and who has 
meant so much to our highway system 
in this section of the state.” 

Les Cabaniss had, in fact, been re- 
sponsible for spending more than $153 
million for new highways and _ their 
maintenance during his tenure as Dis- 
trict 1 Engineer. 

“I. D. Cabaniss has guided an era of 


Mr. and Mrs. Cabaniss admire live bluebonnets and model of a bridge that were part of the 
decorations on every table. Foreman for construction of the model was Charles Walker, former 


district maintenance engineer. 


highway progress in northeast Texas ~ 
that is unexceeded and unexcelled in 
any area in this state,” said Assistant 
State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall. 

Dingwall, in the keynote address of 
the evening, traced the career of Caba- 
niss from the time he began in June 

1919 as a “hired hand” until his re- 
tirement at the end of April. 

Recalling that the Texas Highway 
Department had only been in existence 
two years when Cabaniss signed on, 
Dingwall noted, “The development of 
the Texas Highway Department and the 
career of Les Cabaniss came down 
through the years hand in hand.” 

Amid a ripple of laughter, Dingwall 
quipped that some might say Les Caba- 
niss was a little bit stubborn at times. 
He added that those who count him a 
friend think of him as just “dedicatedly 
determined.” 

“Like most true professionals,” Ding- 
wall said, “he embodies resolve; he 
shuns convenient compromise; he holds 
to what he thinks is right and rejects 
that which is merely expedient.” 

Cabaniss began his career with the 
Highway Department in 1919 with a 
survey crew in Lamar County as a 
chainman. He worked in Lamar and 
Fannin counties the next five years as 
rodman, instrumentman, and then in- 
spector. During this time he completed 
three years of civil engineering courses 
through a correspondence school. In 
September 1924, Cabaniss entered Texas 
A&M College where he studied civil 
engineering for two years. 

After leaving college in 1926, he 
worked a few months as project en- 
gineer for the City of Ladonia. Cabaniss 
returned to the Highway Department as 
instrumentman in Lavaca County of the 
Yoakum District in March 1927. Late 
in 1927 he came back to the Paris Dis- 
trict as assistant resident engineer in 
Lamar County. He served as junior resi- 
dent engineer, project engineer, main- 
tenance superintendent, and senior resi- 
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Travel and Information Division 


dent engineer before entering the US 
Army as a Ist Lieutenant in July 1943. 
In February 1946, Cabaniss resumed his 
job as senior resident engineer. He be- 
came assistant district engineer in Au- 
gust that year. 

Cabaniss transferred to Pecos District 
headquarters in March 1950 as assistant 
district engineer, and became district 
engineer a month later. He served there 
until November 1951 when he was trans- 
ferred “home” to the Paris District as 
district engineer. 

Cabaniss married Elizabeth Dudley 
of Ambia on October 8, 1932. They live 
at 1930 Lamar Avenue. 

Following testimonials at the dinner, 
Mrs. Cabaniss was presented a set of 
luggage. Mr. Cabaniss received a plaque, 
presented by Senator A. M. Aikin. 

Senator Aikin brought tears to the 
eyes of Les Cabaniss twice: when he 
spoke of Mr. and Mrs. Cabaniss’ devo- 
tion to each other through the years, 
and when the Senator related a tribute 
Mr. Greer had made to him over the 
telephone two days earlier. Mr. Greer 
said that Les Cabaniss, through his out- 
standing record and devotion to duty, 
had built a monument to himself in the 
Texas Highway Department and in 
northeast Texas. 

Then came the time for Les Cabaniss, 
himself, to speak. It was not a prepared 
speech. Rather, it was a few words 
straight from the heart, words said as 
they came and were felt at the time. 

“This testimonial, I believe, is one 
to the Texas Highway Department, 
which I believe to be, and I’m sure all 
of you would agree, the greatest High- 
way Department, not only in the United 
States of America, but in the entire 
world.” 

But to 400 listeners, it was more 
specifically a testimonial to a man who 
had devoted 45 years and 8 months 
(151% years of them as district engineer 
in Paris) to help make the Texas High- 
way Department what it is today. 


Les Cabaniss and his wife pose with a misspelled retirement sign that bears Cabaniss' 
penciled note, “Learn to Spell." Luggage in front of the sign was presented to Mrs. Cabaniss 
by Rains County Judge Marguerite Braziel. 
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Well done, Les. State Senator A. M. Aikin Jr., left, and Assistant State Highway Engineer J. C. 
Dingwall congratulate District Engineer Les Cabaniss at his appreciation dinner. 
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MORE 
ABOUT 
LES 


The appreciation dinner for Les Ca- 
baniss on April 14 was hosted by local 
chambers of commerce and commission- 
ers courts, but District 1 employes 
wanted to say “goodbye” to the boss in 
their own way. 

Two weeks later, on April 28, District 
employes, past and present, gathered at 
the student center on the Paris Junior 
College campus to pay tribute to Mr. 
and Mrs. Cabaniss and the boss’s sister, 
Miss Idabel Cabaniss. 

Several employes spoke of the leader- 
ship and accomplishments of the dis- 
trict engineer. Then Cabaniss expressed 
his appreciation for the years of coopera- 
tion with his co-workers. 

Mrs. Bob Thornburrow, wife of the 
district construction engineer, presented 
to Mrs. Cabaniss a charm bracelet sport- 
ing a gold medallion on which was en- 
graved a map of Texas with a diamond 
marking the Paris location. Cabaniss re- 
ceived a set of golf clubs, and his sister 
was given a beautiful silver tray. 
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wife of retired District | maintenance engineer. 


Cabaniss, leaning on one of his new golf clubs. 
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Mrs. Les Cabaniss, left, receives a charm bracelet from Mrs. Bob Thornburrow 
on behalf of District | employes as Cabaniss smiles his approval. Scene 
of urban expressways in background was painted by Mrs. Charles Walker, 
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Daplaving gifts of affection are, from left, Miss Idabel Cabaniss, Mrs. Cabaniss, and Mr. 
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CRAVENS 


Heads 
District 1 


JAMES W. CRAVENS is the new district engineer for 
the Paris district, replacing Leslie D. Cabaniss who 
retired April 30. 

Cravens has been district administrative engineer for 
the nine northeast Texas counties in District 1 since 
1957, and served ably as District 1 reporter for TEXAS 
HIGHWAYS. 

A native of Anna, Cravens joined the Highway Depart- 
ment in 1933 following his graduation from Texas A&M 
with a civil engineering degree. He began as a rodman in 
the Wichita Falls district, working in Jacksboro, Wind- 
thorst, Archer City, Henrietta and Wichita Falls. 

In 1938, Cravens was transferred to the Paris district 
as division office engineer, and nine years later he be- 
came district maintenance engineer. His next appointment 


JAMES W. CRAVENS 


New district engineer in Paris 


was as assistant district engineer in 1955. 

During World War II, Cravens was employed for a 
year as a civilian engineer for the Military Projects 
Division of the Denison District of the US Corps of 
Engineers, and was involved in air field and army camp 
construction. 

Cravens and his wife, the former Thelma Smith of 
Jacobia, have one son, James Jr., who is also a graduate 
of Texas A&M. He is with the US Bureau of Public 
Roads in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Cravens is a member of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers and in 1964-66 was a director of the Texas 
Section of the organization. 

Robert S. Thornburrow, formerly district construction 


engineer, has been appointed assistant district engineer. 
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Tall pines and gently sloping hills double the pleasure for those traveling 
through East Texas on IH 20. This eight-mile section near Longview, 
dedicated May 6, completes the highway between Dallas and Shreveport. 


ESSAGES OF GOODWILL, greet- 
ings from the band 
music, and pretty girls highlighted May 
6 dedication ceremonies of the final link 
of Interstate Highway 20 between Dallas 
and Shreveport. Completion of this link 


governor, 


gives Texas its longest continuous 
stretch of Interstate (174 miles), ex- 
tending from Dallas to the Louisiana 
state line. Approximately 22 more miles 


are open in Louisiana. 


The 8.14-mile section in Gregg County 
was dedicated under the IH 20 overpass 
at its intersection with Estes Parkway 
(SH 149) south of Longview. This 
section is in District 10, and District 
Engineer W. W. Potter spoke briefly. 

In making the main dedication ad- 
dress on behalf of Governor John Con- 
nally, Texas Highway Commissioner 
J. H. Kultgen noted that Texas now 
has “more miles of Interstate complete 


to full standards or adequate for pres- 
ent traffic than any other state, except 
California.” Kultgen emphasized that 
“these highways are setting new stand- 
ards of safety and convenience . . . and 
the economic benefits are enormous.” 
The huge crowd was welcomed by 
Mayor W. S. Witt of Longview who 
said, “The new super highway is more 
than concrete and steel. It represents 
new communications between peoples, 


new commerce, and industry.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Frank A. Hoke of 
Dallas and Mayor Clyde Fant of Shreve- 
port also brought greetings from their 
cities and commended all who had 
helped build the Gregg County section. 

After the speeches were given and 
dignitaries recognized, the three mayors 
climbed into a car and crashed through 
a framed paper barrier—and the road 
was officially dedicated. 
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A car containing the mayors of Dallas, Longview, and Shreveport drive through a framed 


paper barrier as the dedication crowd sings ‘The Eyes of Texas.” 
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Photographs by Valentin L. del Pino 
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By ANDREW D. JONES 
District Construction Engineer 
El Paso, District 24 
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El Paso District Engineer Joe Battle exhibits his new gold key to other 
Highway Department guests after the Southern Pacific Railroad presen- 
tation: from left, Joe Wright, director of Planning Survey; Glenn English, 


district designing engineer; Lyle Scarborough, senior designing engineer; 


toa Golden 


N ERA IN RAILROADING ended in El Paso and 
another began, for both railroad and highway 
transportation, on April 6 when District Engineer Joe 
M. Battle received a gold key from officials of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. 
The key symbolized Southern Pacific’s historic old 
roundhouse, a landmark for 60 years now being removed 
to make way for Interstate 10 through El Paso. The 
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Charles Jones, supervising resident engineer; Don Mehrtens, senior de- 
signing engineer; Joe Battle; Jess Green, representing the Southern 
Pacific; Andy Jones, district construction engineer; and Engineering 
Technician Ralph Williams. 


Built in 1906 to service the steam locomotives in use 
at that time, the roundhouse was the latest word in 
modern facilities of its day. In recent times it was used 
only for storage and diesel engine maintenance, in 
gloomy contrast to its heyday when 7,000 men swarmed 
through the doors each morning to work on a full house 
of steam locomotives. 

The new diesel service facility is a shiny, galvanized 
metal building, well-lighted and described by Southern 
Pacific officials as the most modern of its type in the 
Southwest. All but minor portions of the move were 
completed in early April, at a cost for relocation and 
reconstruction of more than $4,500,000. 

Southern Pacific officials had as their guests at the 
ceremony dedicating the new facilities representatives 
from the Highway Department and the Rock Island 
Railroad, the mayor of El Paso, the El Paso County 
judge, and other local officials. The affair was staged 
at a gaily decorated raised platform adjacent to the new 
service building, with a large diesel engine for a back- 
drop in the shadow of the Franklin Mountains. 

Hundreds of railroad employes, excused from work 
for the occasion, and many retired employes were present 
to hear a brief review of the history of the Southern 
Pacific in El Paso and to participate with their com- 
ments and recollections. They observed an impressive 
flag-raising ceremony when the United States flag went 
up on a flag pole relocated from the old roundhouse. 

Concluding the festivities was the traditional ribbon- 
cutting, but no scissors were used. Instead, one of the 
powerful diesel-electric locomotives of the SP line did 
the job. 

So ended another era, its conclusion hastened as a 
result of progress. In a few weeks all traces of the old 
roundhouse will be removed, and nothing but pictures 
and memories will remain of the once impressive struc- 
ture. 

Now construction of Interstate 10 through El Paso 
can be completed. The freeway in this area will provide 
for eight main lanes with frontage roads, and inter- 
changes at the major streets to handle vehicular traffic 
with volumes in excess of 100,000 cars per day. 

Thus a mode of transportation in its infancy when 
the roundhouse was built will take its rightful place 
alongside the railroad as an integral part of the El Paso 
transportation system. Ml 


Division Superintendent Ralph O. Coltrin presents a gold key to Dis- 
trict Engineer Joe Battle. The key symbolizes the surrender of the his- 
toric SP roundhouse to the Highway Department. Evidences of the SP's 
new facilities in El Paso are the modern diesel service building to the 
left and the new diesel-electric locomotive behind the speakers’ platform. 


This photograph of the old roundhouse was featured in a December 1965 
article in TEXAS HIGHWAYS. Tracks radiate from the center turntable to 
locomotive stalls. In the background is IH 10 under construction, heading 
for the roundhouse (they can't corner it there), 
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A Highway for Kultgen 

Interstate 35 through Waco will be 
known as the Jack Kultgen Expressway 
in honor of the member of the Texas 
Highway Commission and Waco civic 
leader. 

The Waco City Council, in passing 
the resolution May 2, said Kultgen was 
credited with doing more for highway 
development in Central Texas than any 
other man. He led the Waco delegation 
to Austin in 1956 to make the first 
unified request for bringing IH 35 
through the city. 

Kultgen is best known for his work 
in development of Central Texas high- 
ways, water resources, and military fa- 
cilities. He is a former president of the 
Brazos River Authority and was largely 
responsible for bringing the BRA head- 
quarters to Waco. 

Kultgen served several terms as presi- 
dent of Texas Good Roads Association. 
He is Waco’s leading Catholic layman 
and has been knighted twice by the 
Pope. At the same time he has been one 
of Baylor University’s biggest support- 
ers, and has served as president of 
Baylor Stadium Corporation. Kultgen 
is also a member of the Texas Tourist 
Council. 


Safety Post 

State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer 
and two other Texans are members of 
the 29-man National Highway Safety 
Advisory Committee appointed by Presi- 
dent Johnson in March. The other Tex- 
ans are Austin attorney Sam Winters 
and James R. Boyd, general manager 
of the Oil Field Haulers Association. 

Greer is the only highway engineer 
to serve on the committee, which will 
advise the Department of Transporta- 
tion on highway research and safety 
standards. 

Among the committee’s high priority 
considerations will be a recommenda- 
tion on whether to build a single Na- 
tional Highway Research Institute or 
to construct several regional installa- 
tions. Texas A&M University’s Texas 
Transportation Institute is seeking des- 
ignation either as the national or as a 
regional research facility. 


Signwise, It's Nutty 

The Highway Department has about 
800,000 signs along rights of way in 
this big state. But this sign we saw 
recently in District 3 near Henrietta 
must rate as one of our most unusual: 


“To Not Flail Pecan Trees on ROW.” 


Did you know that: 
e Cross Cut is only six miles from 
Cross Plains? 
e Stink Creek Road crosses IH 20 
west of Merkel? 
e The North Pease River is just as 
dry as the South Pease River? (Or 


it was in February.) 


Bad Timing 

This one comes from the Amarillo 
district: 

Damyankee to veteran maintenance 
man: “Does it ever rain in this 
country ?” 

“Hell yeah,” replied the maintenance 
man. “It rained two years ago at Here- 
ford, but I was too busy to go.” 


District Office Goes to Jail 

Old district headquarters buildings 
never die—they’re just reborn as jail 
houses and police stations. 

At least the old district office in 
Brownwood will come back as part of 
the long arm of the law. The City of 
Brownwood bought the building and 
surrounding property for $75,000. The 
second floor will be converted to a jail 
with police offices and corporation 
court going into the lower floor. 
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TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
HAL WOODWARD Member 
J. H. KULTGEN Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in construction, main- 
tenance, and operation. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $4.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 40 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 


should be directed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin, 
Texas, 78701 e 


our Calendars 

_ Forty-first Annual Highway 
eering Short Course will be held 
t Texas A&M University on Novem- 
yer 28, 29, and 30 this year. The ses- 
s are sponsored by the Texas High- 
way Department each year in coopera- 
ion with the Texas Transportation In- 
stitute and A&M’s Civil Engineering 
lepartment. : 

An Eerie Feeling 

That’s what Resident Engineer G. P. 
Brown got when he opened an old to- 


When the bridge was completed al- 
most 34 years ago, it was the custom 
install a plaque naming the Highway 


to Brown. Brown opened it and found 
piece of paper bearing the words, 


Street, Seguin, Texas.” 

_ “He was my best friend,” Brown re- 

calls. “Stubbs has been dead eight or 

ten years, but I knew him very well; I 

was the best man at his wedding.” 

Stubbs was inspector for the area 
when the Sycamore Creek bridge was 
built, working under Resident Engineer 
Ben Freborough. Brown at that time 
lived in Seguin. 

_ “Apparently Stubbs just wrote his 
name on the paper on impulse and put 
‘the slip into an old can he found in the 
vicinity,” Brown said, “but it’s quite a 
coincidence that I was the one to find 
it almost 34 years later.” 


Our Little Mother 

From El Paisano, District 21’s em- 
ploye paper, comes this timely news: 
“Spring has brought an unusual present 
to District 21. We have a ‘Queen’ palm 
tree which is ‘expecting.’ This palm is 
soon to be a mother ... . The tree is 
around six years old and stands ap- 
proximately 11 feet high. According to 
John Coston, head nurseryman, the palm 
will probably bear 400 to 500 coconuts 
this year. These will be milkless and 
no bigger than a large pecan.” 


Photograph courtesy Aransas Pass Progress 


The D. C. 

D. C. GREER has joined the Nueces 
County ferry fleet. No, Virginia, not 
the state highway engineer, but his 
namesake—a 65-foot long, 60-ton 
ferry—now plies the deep waters of 
the Port Aransas—Corpus Christi 
channel. 

Named by the Nueces County 
Commissioners Court, the D. C. Greer 
joined the three other ferries of the 
line before Memorial Day, in time 
for the summer rush to the seashore. 
The new ferry carries nine automo- 
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Greer Ferry 


biles, and makes the 1,400-foot cross- 
ing between Harbor Island and Port 
Aransas in five minutes. 

One of the other ferries is the 
H. C. Petry, named in honor of the 
chairman of the Texas Highway 
Commission. 

Nueces County operates the ferry 
system. The ships make continuous 
crossings every day, around the clock, 
for the convenience of motorists seek- 
ing sun and surf on Texas’ Gulf 
Coast paradise. 


California's Womack Retires 

California State Highway Engineer 
J. C. Womack will retire July 1 bring- 
ing to a close a career of California 
public service spanning more than 38 
years. He will be 69 years old on July 7. 

The retirement was announced “with 
regret” by John Erreca, state director 
of public works, who lauded Womack 
for his many years of outstanding pub- 
lic service. 

Womack is well known to Texas high- 
way engineers because of his activity 
in highway organizations. He is a past 
president of both the American Asso- 
ciation of State Highway Officials and 
the Western Association of State High- 
way Officials. He is currently serving 
on the Executive Committee of the High- 
way Research Board, National Academy 
of Sciences, and he is vice president of 
of the 
Road Builders’ Association. 


the Western district American 


Last year’s winner of the George S. 


Bartlett Award, given annually by 


AASHO to the man making the most 


outstanding contribution to national 
highway progress, Womack also was 
honored by the construction industry 
for his outstanding contribution to high- 


way beautification. 


School Session in District 5 

More than 300 men from District 5, 
mostly maintenance employes, have com- 
pleted a “preventive maintenance” 
course on the care and upkeep of auto- 
motive and dirt-moving equipment. 


(Jem ik 


supervisor, taught the course at 10 dif- 


Justiss, district equipment 
ferent locations. Sessions began at 7:30 


Each in- 


cluded a discussion and demonstration 


a.m. and lasted until noon. 
of maintenance tips. 

The Lubbock District maintains 4,384 
miles of highway. The district has 802 


units of equipment, including 40 motor 


graders, 35 front-end loaders, 91 pick- 
ups and 119 trucks. Truck mileage last 
year totaled more 3,750,000. 
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Comments... from the 


e We love Texas and the people are 
so friendly. You have nice state parks, 
but the roadside parks should have rest- 
rooms. The beaches from Port Bolivar 
to Port Arthur are solid litter. Trash 
cans would help at each pull-out. Texas 
is a beautiful state and should be kept 
clean. The state parks are really won- 


derfully clean. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 


e Please send me some free booklets 
about your state. We are new in this 
country and we'd like to know more 
about it. Because we don’t speak English 
very well, send me booklets with many 
pictures. 
Abel Marquez Villa 


Encinitas, California 


e I loved all your highways except 
the rough texture of the western asphalt 
ones. 

Alexandria, Virginia 


e As I was going through Ralls on 
my way to Lubbock, a malfunction in 
my car caused a blowout and subsequent 
fire on the left rear wheel. As I fran- 
tically tried to figure out how to get 
Fire Department alerted, one of your 
service trucks arrived. 

The young man grabbed his fire ex- 
tinguisher and began putting out the 
fire. Then with the help of another man 
who had stopped to help, the tire was 
removed, inspected, and in a series of 
calls my husband in Floydada was noti- 
i 


fied of the mishap. 


The boss came by, both of them made 


The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet... 


Traveling Public 


sure that I was all right, and that the fire 
was dead. Periodically, until the car 
was moved, the boss checked on me to 
be sure that I was all right and that the 
fire did not reignite. 

It is my understanding that the men 
are Mr. Copeland and Mr. Campbell. 
I did not have enough sense at the time 
to get their names. 

I don’t know when I have been treated 
any nicer. It is heart warming to again 
realize that there are wonderful human 
beings in this world. It is also nice to 
know that we have this caliber of men 
serving the public in the Texas High- 
way Department. 

Mrs. James Lovell 
Floydada 


e Thank you for sending us the maps 
of Texas. They helped us so much. We 
had fun pretending to go on trips to the 
most important cities. We learned to use 
our encyclopedia to find out about these 
cities. Now we would like to visit Austin 
and see our Capitol. 

Mrs. Peters Second Grade 
Junction Public Schools 
Junction 


e | just got home from applying first 
aid to a friend who lost control of her 
car and went through a barbed wire 
fence. We live off Highway. 199 on Ash 
Creek Drive West, two blocks from this 
particular place in the highway about 
two and a half miles west of Azle city 
limits. 

Can’t something be applied to the 
surface of this highway? Numerous 
automobiles have gone off this high- 


way on either side and through th 
fence. They usually we when they hit 
the trees. : 
Can something be put on hed hi we 
to eliminate this slick place? It’s alw 
the same spot. 
Please take this into consideration 
and excuse the jerky handwriting. 1 : 
keep thinking of who is to be next. 
Mrs. Donald S. Oplesby_ 

Azle 


e I went to Houston last February 
and I see I.H. 45 was open from Hous- 
ton to north of Madisonville. Can you 
tell me when some more will be open? 

I go to Houston for the livestock show 
every February and then stay for at 
least a month. I go on to San Pedro, 
California, for about three weeks and 
then to Oregon. Last year drove 11,659 
miles on my trip. 

I stay away till the sun shines on both 
sides of the fence in Minnesota. 

I like to drive on Texas roads. 

Harry P. Schmotzer 
Jeffers, Minnesota 


e Hi there Bud, this is the Diamond 
in the rough that K D hired 
rubber cutter didn’t quite rub out. I 
want my two gasoline tanks delivered 
to my home kinda like now pretty soon. 
A Yokel on the Bolliver Point ferry 
took them off my truck some three 
weeks ago. Send my tanks to me or [ll 
trade you my gas tanks for two pro- 
pellers off the ferry boat. You are pro- 
hibiting me from my freedom and pur- 
suit of my chosen way of life, to the 
extent of some $75 every 24 hours. 

A ferry rider 


Atlanta (District 
19) helps speed traffic in and around the city. US 59 (lower left to 


upper left)and US 77 (lower right) loop the city, while FM 249 leads 
to the downtown area. Photograph by Tom Johnson, Automation Division. 


This important intersection on the southwest side of 
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